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Letter from the Pastor  

Dear JCPC Friends, 
 
The year of 2012 is dawning. 
 
    Edith Lovejoy Pierce once said 
about the newness of a year, òWe will open 
the book. Its pages are blank. We are going to 
put words on them ourselves. The book is 
called Opportunity and its first chapter is 
New Year's Day.ó 
 
     The idea of  the New Year inspires 
folks with hope for fresh starts, new be-
ginnings, resolutions for change and 
more.  Yet, Hal Borland captured a truth 
about new beginnings when he said: 
 
òYear's end is neither an end nor a beginning 
but a going on, with all the wisdom that ex-
perience can instill in us.ó 
 
    Moving forward into something new, 
into some sort of change doesnõt simply 
happen in a vacuum.  It happens through 
the wisdom gained from experience.   
 
     In terms of a church community, it is 
the collective wisdom and experience of 
the Body of Christ with which we move.  
JCPCõs book of Opportunity in 2012 

begins with: 
È National Capital Presbyteryõs Admin-

istrative Commission on Congrega-
tional Property approval of JCPCõs 
lease agreement with Sleepy Hollow 
Preschool.  The lease agreement is ex-
pected to be finalized by SHPS and 
JCPC in early January. 

È Architect Glenn MacCullough is pro-
ceeding with design plans for building 
changes in order to obtain building per-
mits, including a Special Use permit 
required for the operation of a church 
in a residential area.  (JCPCõs special 
use permit expired and went unnoticed 
for many years.)  This Special Use per-
mit will also enable the operation of a 
preschool on JCPC premises. 

È A design subcommittee has been con-
sulting with Glenn for the last couple of 
months, helping to shape design deci-
sions to date.  Participants in the proc-
ess include Laurie Lewis,  Bob Lloyd, 
Fred McEldowney, Hank Chiles, Jim 
Stewart, Carol Lopatin, David Semend-
inger II, and Mike Budney.  They wel-
come your questions and interest in 
their work.  

 
 story continued on page 2 
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Letter from the Pastor   continued from page 1 

Former JCPC members 
Joan and Tom MacLaughlin 
recently sent two records 
from the 1970s featuring the 
choir under direction of Bart 
Hewitt. Current members fea-
tured on the record include 
Edie Mead, Shelia Sperry, 

Terry Eldridge, and Libby 
Anderson.  

The record has been con-
verted to CDs and are avail-
able in the   office to be cop-
ied.  Please see Heidi Mootz if 
interested.  

Choral Recording Sent from Former JCPC member  

Also, if you wish to see the designs to date 
there are detailed booklets available in the 
church office.  The work is still in process and 
the designs continue to be refined.  In the near 
future the designs will be on display digitally 
in the Narthex.    

È Planning is underway for a new playground 
area to be available by July 2012.   

È The denominational consultant continues to 
work with JCPC as we gear up for a Capital 
Campaign which will launch in the February 
timeframe and culminate on Easter in April. 

È Fairfax Countyõs Department of Human Ser-
vices Partners in Prevention Fund has awarded 
JCPC a three year contract to conduct Parents 
Raising Safe Kids and Media Smart Youth Programs.  
The County is partnering with faith communi-
ties in order to realize goals for raising healthy, 
thriving children in the larger community.  
These two awarded programs are intended to 
address stated goals of: 1. keeping children 
physically fit with good nutritional habits 2. 
keeping children safe from violence and bully-
ing; 3. ensuring families  have the skills and 
support necessary to raise healthy and thriving 
children; 4. connecting families to their com-

munities.   
A special thanks to Hank Chiles and Jake 
Rzepka for attending meetings and training 
during the grant process.  Each program will 
be conducted once at least once a year for 
three years.  If you are interested in becoming 
involved, please let me know! 

È JCPC continues its support of the homeless in 
our community through providing third Friday 
dinners each month at Baileyõs Crossroads 
Shelter, lunches for the Hypothermia project 
thanks to the Prisca Circle, and through ongo-
ing support to ACCA. 

 
       Iõm sure there will be much more to be writ-
ten in our book of Opportunity.  What will be 
written involves all of you, the experience and 
wisdom of everyone reading this newsletter.  I look 
forward to serving God together in the exciting 
ministries happening in and through JCPC! 
 
Happy New Year, 
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 In December ACCA con-
gratulated and thanked Mary 
Anne Lecos for her outstanding 
service to ACCA as its president 
these past two years.  We wel-
comed new 2012 officers, Presi-
dent Ken Mittelholtz and Vice 
President Gail Coleman. 
  
 As 2011 drew to a close, 
the ACCA Challenge Campaign 
had reached about one half of its 
goal.  The campaign ends on 
January 31, 2012.  If you have 
not already done so, please give 
prayerful consideration to giving 
a donation.  

  
In November... 

È the Pantry made 66 deliveries assisting 209 individuals 

È the Furniture Warehouse team completed 29 pick-ups and 24  
deliveries 

È Financial assistance totaling $38,000 was provided to 66    
households, including 169 individuals.  

ACCA NEWS        By Diane McEldowney 

It's not too early to think about Spring -- it will 
be here before you know it!  With spring comes  
Rebuilding Together.  Mark your calendars 

now:  April 28, 2012. 

What exactly does ACCA do in a month? 

It Doesnõtõ Have to Be This Way: Gun Violence         

 For the past six months I have worked with 
a dedicated group of people who have organized 
themselves into Heeding Godõs Call of Greater 
Washington, with the express purpose of reducing 
and/or eliminating gun violence and deaths.  Our 
public actions outside of Realco Guns every Mon-
day afternoon are orchestrated to call attention to 
a gun shop that was the focus of an investigation by 
a Washington Post reporter which culminated in 
his expose published in October, 2010. 
 
 The article revealed Realco a gun shop 
which has sold an inordinate number of guns in the 
Washington area that ended up in crimes and vio-
lence.  To date, the owner of Realco has failed to 
sign and implement the Code of Conduct for gun 
retailers that Walmart and numerous other shops 

have adopted; however, we will persist.   The Mon-
day afternoon public actions have brought together 
a determined group of folk with diverse interests 
and backgrounds.  Our presence has generated the 
support of people in the neighborhood of District 
Heights, and the numerous horns honked by those 
who pass by in cars confirm that we few stand for 
the beliefs of many.  
 
 As you plan your Monday afternoons, 
please consider joining us as we renew our efforts 
on January 9, 2012.  
 

  Gail Golden 
  Heeding Godõs Call Greater Washington 

  heedinggodscalldc@yahoo.com 
  202-812-1879 
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 Denise Patton-Pace and I 
want to update the congrega-
tion on our plans to visit and 
teach at Kisima Child Care 
Academy this March.  Kisima is 
an orphanage in western Kenya 
near the town of Kitale.  It is 
also a registered Kenyan school 
and currently teaches grades K 
through 6. 
 
 We are very excited 
about our upcoming journey 
and are busy collecting dona-
tions for the school and stu-
dents, getting our proper vac-
cines for the trip, checking sup-

plies for the packing lists, etc.  
Thanks to your generosity, we 
raised  $1073    dollars at the 
December Alternative Gift 
Market and 100% is to be do-
nated directly to the school it-
self. 
 
 We also have local mid-
dle school students searching 
for and collecting recorders to 
be used during our visit to 
teach music to as many students 
as possible.   You can help by 
supporting us with your 
prayers, bringing any stray re-
corders you find to either one 
of us.  We would also appreciate 
any gently used kidsõ t-shirts, 
shorts or skirtsé.and 
matchbox cars ( as a last minute 
add-on). 
 
 We are traveling with 13 
other ladies and two men so we 

have a nice group of volunteers 
to interact with the students and 
their teachers.  Our group is 
hoping to build some playground 
equipment and install solar lights 
while we are there.  We wonõt be 
lacking things to do while we are 
at Kisima!   
 
 To keep tabs on the or-
phanage please visit the blog site 
at: 
www.kisimaacademy.blogspot.co
m. 
 
 

Mission to Kisima Academy this March     By Bonnie Lefbom 

Greetings from Peggy Weiss  

Greetings to all my guardian angels out there- your 
prayers were the mainstay of my days- very power-
ful ingredients during a 4 month stay be-
tween VA Hospital Center and the Rehab/
Nursing Facility.  This was the worst bout of 
illness I have ever been through, and there 
were some very dark sides to all of this. 
 
Your prayers could be felt so strongly.  It is hard to 
explain when the presence of God comes over you, 

but thereõs a transformation from frantic to calm, 
agitated to hopeful, weakness to courage, and so on.  

It felt as if God Himself was placing me up-
right again for every prayer that was offered. 
 
I thank you from the bottom of my heart and I 
am praying for you and all the wonderful and 
kind acts you continue to do for me. 

  

http://www.kisimaacademy.blogspot.com
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